
 

   
 
 
 
February 
 
1 6:30 PM UM Education Foundation Meeting – TLC 2 
 
11 1:00 PM Key Club Special Persons Valentine Dance – Cafetorium 
 
13 6:00 PM H.S.A. Executive Board Meeting – Principal’s Conference Room 
 7:00 PM H.S.A. Parent Meeting – TLC 2 
 
17   Student Holiday – Staff Development 
 
14   Valentine’s Day 
 
20   District Holiday – Presidents’ Day 
 
28 7:30 PM School Board Meeting – TLC 2 
 
March 
 
1 6:30  UMEF Meeting – TLC 2 
 
7   Second Report Period Ends 
 
12   Daylight Savings Time Begins 
 
14   Report Cards Distributed 

Circle of Excellence 
 

16 7:00 PM UM PAGE Gifted Education – Parent Support Meeting - TLC2 
 
 

February Highlights at the 

Upper Moreland Intermediate School 



From the Principal 
 
EMERGENCY CLOSING/INCLEMENT WEATHER 

Families will receive a notification call from the UMSD One Call Now System regarding school 

closings, delayed openings, and/or early dismissal.  It is vitally important that school office personnel 

be made aware of any change to work phone numbers, cell phones, or contact information.  Please send 

all changes in written form to school with your child.   

 

The school building personnel do not make decisions regarding school closings.  Therefore, it is 

essential that the school telephone lines remain open during weather emergencies so that important 

weather related information can be received by the police department, school administration, etc.  
While weather forecasts are readily available prior to a major event, it is imperative that parents explain 

to their children what to do in case of an unexpected early dismissal.  It is not possible for the secretary 

to deliver a personal message to each student.  Therefore, each child should have a clear 

understanding of emergency arrangements. 

During an emergency please do not call the school office as the principal and secretaries are 

involved in implementing the changes necessitated by the school closing. 

 

The Upper Moreland School District will continue its own emergency answering service.  Parents may 

call (215) 830-1508 any time after 6:00 AM to confirm a delayed opening or the emergency closing of 

schools.  Families who subscribe to cable TV can ascertain information concerning school closings, 

delayed openings, and early dismissals by tuning into the Bears News Network, Comcast Channel 60, or 

on Verizon Channel 37.  

 

In the event that schools close early due to an emergency or inclement weather situation, the office and 

teachers will follow the dismissal plan you chose on the Student Information Card.  Any changes you 

wish to make to this plan need to be implemented in writing. In the event of a weather emergency, obtain 

the information you need from any of these sources: 

 Automatically receive phone call through One-Call Now. 

 Automatically receive notification through the Upper Moreland e-Communicator.  

(Register on-line at www.umtsd.org) 

 Watch BNN, Comcast cable Channel 60 or Verizon Cable Channel 37, for the most up-to-date 

information. 

 Check the district website for updates (www.umtsd.org). 

 Call the Upper Moreland School District Emergency Info-Line at 215-830-1508. 

 Tune your television to one of these stations and watch for the name of the Upper Moreland 

School District: 

 KYW Channel 3  

 ABC Channel 6 

 Fox TV 29     

 NBC Channel 10   

 Listen to KYW Newsradio 1060 AM for our Emergency Number – 310. 

 Sign up to receive text and/or phone notification alerts from the following stations – msg & data 

rates may apply: 

 www.cbsphilly.com/mobile 

 www.6abc.com 

 www.nbc10.com 

 www.myfoxphilly.com 

 

 

http://www.umtsd.org/
http://www.umtsd.org/
http://www.cbsphilly.com/mobile
http://www.6abc.com/
http://www.nbc10.com/
http://www.myfoxphilly.com/


Black History Month 

Excerpt from the article, “The History of Black History,” by Elissa Haney. 

Americans have recognized black history annually since 1926, first as "Negro History Week" and later as 

"Black History Month." What you might not know is that black history had barely begun to be studied-or 

even documented-when the tradition originated.  Although blacks have been in America at least as far 

back as colonial times, it was not until the 20th century that they gained a respectable presence in the 

history books. 

 

We owe the celebration of Black History Month, and more importantly, the study of black history, to Dr. 

Carter G. Woodson.   Born to parents who were former slaves, he spent his childhood working in the 

Kentucky coal mines and enrolled in high school at age twenty.  He graduated within two years and later 

went on to earn a Ph.D. from Harvard.  The scholar was disturbed to find in his studies that history books 

largely ignored the black American population-and when blacks did figure into the picture, it was 

generally in ways that reflected the inferior social position they were assigned at the time. 

 

Woodson, always one to act on his ambitions, decided to take on the challenge of writing black 

Americans into the nation's history.  He established the Association for the Study of Negro Life and 

History (now called the Association for the Study of Afro-American Life and History) in 1915, and a year 

later founded the widely respected Journal of Negro History.  In 1926, he launched Negro History Week 

as an initiative to bring national attention to the contributions of black people throughout American 

history.  Woodson chose the second week of February for Negro History Week because it marks the 

birthdays of two men who greatly influenced the black American population, Frederick 

Douglass and Abraham Lincoln.  However, February has much more than Douglass and Lincoln to show 

for its significance in black American history.    

 

Presidents’ Day 

During the month of February, Americans celebrate Presidents’ Day.  This American holiday is 

celebrated on the third Monday in February.  Originally established in 1885 in recognition of President 

George Washington, it is still officially called “Washington’s Birthday” by the federal government. 

Traditionally celebrated on February 22—Washington’s actual day of birth—the holiday became 

popularly known as Presidents’ Day after it was moved as part of 1971’s Uniform Monday Holiday Act, 

an attempt to create more three-day weekends for the nation’s workers. While several states still have 

individual holidays honoring the birthdays of Washington, Abraham Lincoln and other figures, 

Presidents’ Day is now popularly viewed as a day to celebrate all U.S. presidents past and present.  

 

Like Independence Day, Presidents’ Day is traditionally viewed as a time of patriotic celebration and 

remembrance. In its original incarnation as Washington’s Birthday, the holiday gained special meaning 

during the difficulties of the Great Depression, when portraits of George Washington often graced the 

front pages of newspapers and magazines every February 22. In 1932 the date was used to reinstate the 

Purple Heart, a military decoration originally created by George Washington to honor soldiers killed or 

wounded while serving in the armed forces. Patriotic groups and the Boy Scouts of America also held 

celebrations on the day, and in 1938 some 5,000 people attended mass at Saint Patrick’s Cathedral in New 

York City in honor of Washington. 

 

In its modern form, Presidents’ Day is used by many patriotic and historical groups as a date for staging 

celebrations, reenactments and other events.  A number of states also require that their public schools 

spend the days leading up to Presidents’ Day teaching students about the accomplishments of the 

presidents, often with a focus on the lives of Washington and Lincoln. 

 

 

At this point of the school year, we wanted to take time to say “thank you” for all you do to support and 

http://www.infoplease.com/spot/bhm1.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0878436.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0878436.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/people/A0815988.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/people/A0815988.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0760601.html


help your child be successful at the Upper Moreland Intermediate School.  We are very fortunate to have 

the privilege to work with such a caring and dedicated community.  Please continue to partner with our 

school so we can provide the best educational experiences possible for your children.  

 

        

Thank you, 

                                              

          Dr. Michael Bair 

 

    


